
Music  





Sing and Play  Autumn 1 

                     

Year 1:  

• Sing a cumulative song from memory, remember-

ing the order of the verses  

• Play classroom instruments on the beat.  

• Copy a leader in a call-and-response song, show 

the shape of the pitch moving with actions, and 

sing using mi-re-do.  

• Sing a unison song rhythmically and in tune.  

• Play percussion instruments expressively, repre-

senting the character of their composition.  

 

Year 2:  

• Play the melody on a tuned percussion instrument 

•  Sing with good diction  

 

 

Year 4:  

• Sing in a Gospel style with expression 

and dynamics.  

• Play a bass part and rhythm ostinato 

along with This little light of mine.  

• Sing Part 1 of a partner song rhythmi-

cally.  

 

Year 5:  

• Sing a sea shanty expressively, with accu-

rate pitch and a strong beat.  

• Play bass notes, chords, or rhythms to ac-

company singing.  

• Sing in unison while playing an instrumen-

tal beat (untuned) 

• Keep the beat playing a ‘cup’ game.  

• Develop and practise techniques for sing-

ing and performing in a Gospel style.  

 

 

Year 3:  

• Sing a call-and-response 

song in groups, holding 

long notes confidently.  

• Play melodic and rhythmic 

accompaniments to a song. 

• Sing by improvising simple 

melodies and rhythms.  

 

Year 6: 

• Sing a syncopated melody accurately and 

in tune.  

• Sing and play a class arrangement of the 

song with a good sense of ensemble  

 



Improvise and Compose Autumn 

                     

Year 1:  

• Participate in creating a dramatic group perfor-

mance using kitchen-themed props.  

• Compose music to march to using tuned and un-

tuned percussion.  

• Experiment with sounds (timbre) to create aquar-

ium-inspired music and draw the sounds using 

graphic symbols  

 

 

Year 2:  

• Improvise rhythms along to a backing track using 

the note C or G.  

• Compose call-and-response music.  

•  Select instruments and compose music to reflect an 

animal’s character.  

•  Invent simple patterns using voices, body percus-

sion, and then instruments.  

• Follow signals given by a conductor/leader.  

• Structure compositional ideas into a bigger piece. 

• Improvise solos using instruments.  

 

 
Year 4:  

• Improvise with the voice on the notes 

of the pentatonic scale D-E-G-A-B (and 

B flat if you have one).  

• Improvise and compose, creating at-

mospheric music for a scene with a 

give 

• Create short sounds inspired by col-

ours and shapes.  

• Structure musical ideas into a compo-

sition.  

•  Create and read graphic scores.  

 

Year 5: 

• Compose body percussion patterns to ac-

company a sea shanty. Write these out us-

ing rhythm grids.  

• Improvise and compose, ‘doodling’ with 

sound, playing around with pitch and 

rhythm to create a strong hook.  

• Create fragments of songs that can be de-

veloped into fully fledged songs.  

 

 

Year 3:  

• Compose a pentatonic osti-

nato.  

• Compose a simple song 

using symmetry to develop 

a melody, structure, and 

rhythmic accompaniment.  

 

 

Year 6:  

• Compose a syncopated melody using the 

notes of the C major scale.  

• Create their own song lyrics. 

•  Fit their lyrics to a pulse, creating a chant. 

• Write a melody and sing it.  

•  Structure their ideas into a complete song.  

 

 

 



Listen and appraise Autumn  

                     

Year 1: 

• Listen and move in time to the song. 

• Respond to musical characteristics through music 

• Describe the features of a march using music vo-

cabulary (e.g. that it has a steady beat, that sol-

diers ‘march’ to music, naming the instruments 

playing in the clips).  

• Listen to ‘Aquarium’, reflecting the character of 

the music through movement.  

 

Year 2:  

• Recognise and play echoing phrases by ear.  

• Listen with increased concentration to sounds/

music and respond by talking about them using mu-

sic vocabulary, or physically with movement and 

dance.  

• Identify different qualities of sound (timbre) (e.g. 

smooth, scratchy, clicking, ringing, and how they are 

made).  

• Recognise and respond to changes of speed 

(tempo), the length of notes (duration – long/ 

short), short/detached/ smooth (articulation), and 

pitch (high/low) using music vocabulary, and/or 

movement.  

 

Year 3:  

• Listen and identify where notes 

in the melody of the song go 

down and up.  

• Begin to develop an understand-

ing and appreciation of music 

from different musical traditions.  

• Identify that the songs are from 

different places in the world, use 

different instruments, have a 

different beat, and are different 

speeds. Pupils can use some mu-

sical vocabulary to describe these 

things.  

• Understand that a folk song is 

music that belongs to the people 

of a particular place.  

• Identify how the pitch and melo-

dy of a song has been developed 

using symmetry.  

 



Listen and appraise Autumn  

                     

Year 4:  

• Listen and move in time to songs in a 

Gospel style.  

• Listen and appraise, recognising ele-

ments of the music that establishes 

the mood and character (e.g. the 

rhythm).  

• Talk about the effect of particular in-

strument sounds (timbre).  

• Understand that instruments can be 

used individually and in combination 

to create different effects of timbre 

and texture.  

Year 5:  

• Talk about the purpose of sea shanties and 

describe some of the features using music 

vocabulary.  

• Recognise individual instruments and voic-

es by ear.  

• Listen to a selection of Gospel music and 

spirituals, and identify key elements that 

give the music its unique sound.  

• Talk about music using appropriate music 

vocabulary (e.g. the ways the voices are 

used, the contrasting texture of solo voice 

and choir, singing in harmony, the lyrics 

etc.)  

• Listen and appraise, identifying the struc-

ture of songs and analysing them to appre-

ciate the role of metaphor.  

• Understand techniques for creating a song, 

and develop a greater understanding of the 

songwriting process. 

 

 

 

Year 6:  

• Listen to historical recordings of big band 

swing, and describe features of the music 

using music vocabulary.  

• Explore the influences on an artist by com-

paring pieces of music from different gen-

res.  

• Identify features of timbre, instrumenta-

tion, and expression in an extract of rec-

orded music.  

• Use musical knowledge and vocabulary to 

discuss similarities and differences in piec-

es of music.  

• Create a shadow movement piece in re-

sponse to music.  

 



Sing and play Spring 

                     

Year 1:  

• Chant together rhythmically, marking rests accu-
rately.  

• Play a simple ostinato on untuned percussion.  
• Sing an echo song while tapping the beat, and 

clap the rhythm of the words, understanding 
there is one beat for each syllable.  

• Sing a simple singing game, adding actions to 
show a developing sense of beat.  

• Create, interpret, and perform simple graphic 
scores.  

 
 

Year 2:  

• Chant Grandma rap rhythmically and perform to an 

accompaniment children create.  

• Chant and play rhythms using the durations of 

‘walk’ (crotchet), ‘jogging’ (quavers), and 

‘shh’ (crotchet rest) from stick notation.  

• Learn a clapping game to Hi lo chicka lo that shows 

the rhySing and play, performing composed pieces 

for an audience.  

• Learn a simple rhythm pattern and perform it with 

tempo and volume changes.  

• Learn about the musical terms crescendo, diminu-

endo, accelerando, ritenuto.  

• Follow signals from a conductor 
Year 4:  

• Sing swung rhythms lightly and accu-

rately  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5: 

• Sing a song in two parts with expression 

and an understanding of its origins.  

• Sing a round and accompany themselves 

with a beat  

• Play a drone and chords to accompany 

singing.  

 

 

 

Year 3:  

• Sing the syncopated 

rhythms in Latin dance and 

recognise a verse/chorus 

structure.  

• Play a one-note part, con-

tributing to the chords ac-

companying the verses.  

• Learn a part on tuned per-

cussion and play as part of 

a whole-class perfor-

mance.  

• Sing Part 2 of a partner 

song rhythmically. Adopt a 

rhythmic accompaniment 

while singing.  

• Play repeating rhythmic 

patterns.  

• Count musically  

Year 6:  

• Sing accurately in three parts.  

• Play chords on tuned percussion  

• Decipher a graphic score.  

• Play Twinkle, twinkle, little star  



Improvise and Compose Spring 

                     

Year 1:  

• Compose word patterns in groups and melodies 
in pairs using mi-re-do (E-D-C).  

• Compose musical sound effects and short se-
quences of sounds in response to a stimulus.  

• Improvise question-and-answer conversations 
using percussion instruments.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 2:  

• Compose 4-beat patterns to create a new rhythmic 

accompaniment, using a looping app.  

• Improvise and compose, structuring short musical 

ideas to form a larger piece.  

• Begin to understand duration and rhythm notation.  

• Structure musical ideas into a whole-class composi-

tion  

 

 

Year 4:  

• ‘Doodle’ with voices over the chords 

in the song.  

• Improvise and compose, exploring 

how timbre, dynamics, and texture 

can be used for impact in a fanfare.  

• Compose a fanfare using a small set of 

notes and short, repeated rhythms.  

• Invent a melody.  

• Fit two patterns together  

• Structure musical ideas into their own 

compositions 

Year 5: 

• Improvise freely over a drone.  

• Show understanding of how a drum 

pattern, bassline, and riff fit together to 

create a memorable and catchy groove.  

• Compose and perform drum patterns, 

basslines, and riffs on a variety of instru-

ments as part of a group.  

• Engage the imagination, work creatively in 

movement in small groups, learning to 

share and develop ideas  

Year 3:  

• Compose a 4-beat rhythm 

pattern to play during in-

strumental sections of a 

song.  

• Working in small groups, 

sing a call-and-response 

song with an invented 

drone accompaniment  

• Explore ways to create 

word-based pieces of mu-

sic.  

• Explore ways to communi-

cate atmosphere and 

effect.  

Year 6:  

• Improvise over the chords C minor and G7.  

• Learn some simple choreography to ac-

company a disco song.  

• Create variations using a wide variety of 

composing techniques.  

• Improvise on top of a repeating bassline.  

 

 

 



Listen and appraise Spring 

                     

Year 1:  

 
• Recognise the difference between a pattern with 

notes (pitched) and without (unpitched).  
• Listen actively by responding to musical signals 

and musical themes using appropriate move-
ment.  

• Create a musical movement picture  
• Recognise how graphic symbols can represent 

sound.  
 
 
 
 

Year 2:  

• Show the following durations with 

actions: ‘walk’ (crotchet) and 

‘jogging’ (quavers) 

• Listen and appraise, with focus and 

attention to detail, recalling sounds 

and patterns.  

• Listen to and analyse four pieces of 

music inspired by travel/vehicles.  

 

 

 

 

 Year 4:  

• Listen and identify similarities and 

differences between acoustic guitar 

styles  

• Listen and appraise, recognising and 

talking about the musical characteris-

tics of a fanfare using music vocabu-

lary.  

 

 

 

 

Year 5: 

• Listen and copy back simple rhythmic and 

melodic patterns.  

• Identify drum patterns, basslines, and riffs, 

and play them using body percussion and 

voices.  

• Develop listening skills and an understand-

ing of how different instrumental parts in-

teract (texture) by responding to each part 

through movement.  

• Demonstrate an understanding of the his-

tory of Argentine Tango.  

 

Year 3:  

• Listen to a range of Cuban pieces, unde-

standing influences on the music and rec-

ognising some of its musical features  

• Develop active listening skills by respond-

ing to musical themes through move-

ment.  

• Understand the structure of rondo form 

(A-B-A-C-A). 

•  Develop a sense of beat and rhythmic 

pattern through movement  

• Experience call-and-response patterns 

through moving with a partner.  

• Listen and compare how different com-

posers have approached creating word-

based compositions. 

 

Year 6:  

• Develop knowledge and understanding of 

the origins, history, and social context of a 

song used in the civil rights movement in 

the USA.  

• Listen and appraise, recognising and identi-



Sing and Play Summer 

                     

Year 1:  

 
• Perform actions to music, reinforcing a sense of 

beat.  
• Sing and chant songs and rhymes expressively.  
• Sing either part of a call-and-response song  

• Play the response sections on tuned percussion 
using the correct beater hold.  

• Echo sing a line independently with teacher lead-
ing, then move on to pair singing in echo format.  

 
 
 

Year 2:  

• Hold beaters and instruments correct-

ly, achieving a good tone from the in-

struments  

• Play the triangle, tambourine, and 

clave rhythms over a steady beat.  

• Sing and play a C major scale  

• Play Parts 1 and 2 of TIME  

• Participate in an ensemble perfor-

mance  

 

 

 

 
Year 4:  

• Show note lengths with actions  

• Learn the tune of I’ve got peace like a 

river  

• Sing and play a C major scale.  

• Learn a range of tuned percussion 

techniques: stepping, glissando, shim-

mer, rolling, bouncing.  

• Learn to play 2 or 3 parts fluently 

from Ripples  

 

 

Year 5: 

• Play three patterns from Rosewood grati-

tude fluently and by ear.  

• Practise travelling down notes in the C ma-

jor scale using both hands.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3:  

• Learn body percussion patterns to per-

form to Mangrove twilight  

• Sing Four white horses and play the clap-

ping game.  

• Sing and play a C major scale.  

• To play a simple melody in C major  

• To play key notes in the chord sequence 

(C-G7-G7-C).  

• To play two-note and broken chord 

shapes in calypso rhythm (C and G7).  

•  Learn Big Sing Up mambo  

 

 

 Year 6:  

• To play chords G, C, and D major in the key 

of G (G-C-G-D) to Calypso Soly leve 

• To practise playing ostinatos over a steady 

beat (calypso rhythm), using tuned and un-

tuned percussion instruments.   

• To play 2-note chord shapes and broken 

chords (arpeggios) using the calypso 

rhythm.  

• To play more challenging melodies on 

tuned percussion.   



Listen and appraise Summer 

                     

Year 1:  

• Respond to musical signals and musical themes 
using movement, matching movements to musi-
cal gestures in the piece  

• Develop awareness of duration and the ability to 
move slowly to music.  

• Create art work, drawing freely and imaginatively 
in response to a piece of music.  

• Listen and copy rhythm patterns  

• Listen and copy call-and-response patterns on 
voices and instruments  

 
 

Year 2:  

• Listen to the piece TIME, noticing the 

constant beat and the music building 

up and fading away.   

•  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Year 4:  

• Describe how Ripples makes them feel 

• Explore timbre and create water 

sounds with body percussion and in-

struments.  

• Learn about ascending and descend-

ing scale patterns  

• Follow Ripples using a listening map  

• Explore instrument timbres and create 

a sound picture in response to an im-

age.  

 

Year 5: 

• Develop understanding of music written 

for the balafon  

• Recognise patterns from Rosewood grati-

tude written in staff notation.  

• Listen to the piece Rosewood gratitude and 

use descriptive words to talk about the mu-

sic.  

• Listen to music that features the ‘son’ clave 

rhythm.  

 

 

 

Year 3:  

• Find out about calypso music from Trini-

dad and Tobago  

• Listen to calypso music and practise the 

claves rhythm  

• Listen to call -and -response music  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6:  

•  Learn about calypso music and steel bands 

•  Listen to the Calypso Soley levy, noticing 

the changes in chords .  

 



Improvise and Compose Summer 

                     

Year 1:  

• Explore using sound quality (timbre), dynamics, 
and pitch to tell a story  

• Compose new lyrics and create short body per-
cussion patterns to accompany the song.  

• Compose new words for the greeting section of 
the song.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 2:  

• Create a class arrangement.  

• Rehearse and perform their class ar-

rangement  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Year 4:  

 

• Explore and create their own music 

inspired by water 

• Create water soundscapes using tuned 

and untuned percussion.  

• Work in groups to compose a moving 

sound picture to represent water.  

 

 

 

 

Year 5: 

 

• Create their own arrangement 

of Rosewood gratitude.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3:  

• To explore melody improvisation using 

the C major scale.  

• Invent their own clapping pattern to Four 

white horses.  

• Improvise call -and -response patterns 

using untuned and tuned percussion.  

• Compose their own call and-response pieces 

in groups.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6:  

• To improvise melodic phrases using notes 

of a G major pentatonic scale (G-A-B-D-E).  

 

 



Progression snapshot 

One song is introduced introduced in week three of Autumn 1 and is revisited and developed in 

Spring and Summer term. Record video and add to pupil shared drive in year group folder. Every child 






